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A E” 
NEW DISCOURSE 
FIRE of LONDON, 
Pzobability of Self-Murther, 


IN A 


LEITILER 2 FRIEND 


CONCERNING 


Sr EDMUNDBURY GODFRETs Death. 


SIR, | 

. Ylce 1t's the -Genius of the Age to be Sceptical and Inquiſitive, per- 
mit me to deal frankly with you, in giving a free Account of my 
retyred and deep thoughts concerning things that have created and 
been the buſineſs of much -Dygtourſe: The Fr is relating to the Firing of 
London, the: latter the Death of Sir £4. G. Methinks after the Conjeftures; 
Proof, Declaration- and Narratives of others, a man may, to bring off all 
" Partyes- from ſuſpicion, find out an unoffenſive way of falving the Enquiries, 

and to better purpoſe than it hath been yet: ; | 


For-inſtance-: In Sepremb. "66. *tis reported by -ſorhe, that there was a 
dreadtul Fire in the'great City you -live in. Now to anger no ſort of Men, 
for if we ( as ſome have done) impute it to the Papiſts, whoſe liquoriſh 
Palates might be A with the Delicacies and Fecundity of that place, 
and this whet their Appetites with an infatiable Gufto of the Sweetneſles 
that Hereticks had long enjoyed and ſurfeited on ; if theſe (as it's common 
in the Countrey , to obtain- Honey and pilfer the winged Inhabitarits,) , 
thought it expedient by Smoak and Sulphur to unhive the ſecure Inmates, . 
then it will reflett onthe Civility and obliging hutnour of the Popiſh hy. 
as if perſons. bent+ on- Miſchief, and that could by no leſs light tha of a. 

eneral Conflagration, dire and lead men into the beaten way of the Ca- 
tholick Church; and- how muſt this _ excite a ſtrange Fermeat in. 
Citizens againſt modeſt and -good -natur'd” Jeſuits, as the reputed _— 


_ (2) F 
of their late Calamities: Whereas we of that Religion would, perſwade the 
World, that we only deſign good, and the Converſion .of this Kingdom, 
to bring our miſguided Children into the warm boſom of the Mother 
Church, and this we can do without throwing Fire-brands at them : Tell 
us nothing of Committees, and Parliaments, and Chair-men, we have a 
good ſteady, old Gentleman, that with a Nod and Wink is more infallible 
and Poſitive than all you can be. Or if the Say-ſo of his Holineſs »will 
not over-ballance all the pretended Evidence of the probability that Catho. 
licks burnt the City, for fatisfattion in the matter, take this tollowing Ac- 
count of that general Flame and dreadful Fire. | 


Suppoſe that once upon a time the Citizens ſhould meet, ( and you know 
many of them are for unlawful Conventicles) and when they foreſaw a 
cold: Winter approach; agree andclub together in a curſed” Aﬀociation, for 
the Security of their Eſtates, and Increaſe of Trade, and to advance Houſe- 
rents, and have the Streets made more capacious and ecommodions, Build- 
ings more uniform and ſplendid, for the ſole benefit and encouragement of 
decayed Maſons and Carpenters, and for their own convenience of going a 
Birding, and recreating themſelves in the Countrey the enſuing Winter : 
Why on ſuch weighty - and important grounds and deep conſiderations , 
fram proſpett of enſuing profit and pleaſure, ſhonld not” theſe contrive and 
conſpire each man to put fire to his own Houſe, buy up Gunpowder and 
combuſtible matter, to make the work more ſpeedy and general ? Though 
I cannot think they durſt ever attempt this defign:; only they had allo 
agreed. to drink luſtily the Night , betore, and fo each man being full of 
Liquor, having his Engine prepared -and mounted, . promiſed to piſs out 
the Fire, as far as he was inſtrumental and concerned 1n its kindling : And 
this we have proof ſufficient for, -and- as great as theXthing will bear to 
produce : for who dares contraditt ſo plaig. a demonſtration, That the Ci- 
tizens falling out with their old, and wooden, and paper Habitations, - did 
not burn them by conſent, to erett better and more uniform in their pla- 
ces ; but no further to ſalve this puzzling Enquiry, till we hear a better 
account from others : For although Fire 1s 1 good Servant, yet it- proves 
an imperious and turbulent Maſter ; and can there be Smoak where there 
is no Fire? You may conſider beſides, how could it kindle in Pudding- 
lane, and run with and againſt wind, and deſpiſe the wp and obſtinate 
endeayours to quench it ; out-run.the Guards, y Conſtables ; had there 
not been ſome Conſpiracy on work, and the Devil blowing the Coals ? But 
I cannot tell you more of this at preſent, till I find how it will obtain be- 
lief; and why ſhould it not, as well as other Elaborate Squibbs and 
Crackers, compoſed and ſtufft 'with as great Impertinency, and not backt 
with ſo high and preſumptive Probability, which to unthinking men looks 
as like Demonſtration as an Apple is to a Nutt. ? Should I have troubled 
me with any thing more ſtaid and ſerious, I had not paſt the Cenſure of 
ome critical and pert, conceited and cenſorious Reader.. Farewel. 
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UT did Sir E.G, Kill himſelf? Yes, no queſtion on't. : But when, how, 

) and with what Numerical Weapon, this Time muſt diſcover : For 
we Catholicks, and men that have for ſome years uſed the Plea, will 
by hook .or crook make out any thing, and can give. Demonſtration for 
what we pleaſe. They are your dull, unthinking and tame Animals, that 
are fed by Propoſitions, Syllogiſms, and hard Terms, that deſign to Impoſe 
upon Mankind with that weather-beaten and unlucky word caPd Zravh : If 
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(3) 
we Squires of the Quill can Caball, and get an humble Petition from our 
dear Friends, Knights of the Poſt, by a trick caPd. Legierdemain; two or 
three Cramp words, and Hocus Pocrs, (a Game almoſt. now forgotten in 
this lazy and dull Age ) which our Forefathers cald ' Blind-mans-buffe , we 
can make a Statue move, and the Horſe' winch and caper in the Stocks- 
Market, and the Dragon on Bow Steeple fly as ſwift as Mahomers Dove; 
and prove us Prophets of the rareſt invention and. Edition ſince your 
Grandame cryed Nut-crackers and Ginger-bread.. But I had almoſt amongſt 
my Pedigree and Intimates, as men that ſpeak much, 'out-run my Subject, 
and forgot the Novel way of Probation. ” 


Who dares ſay, or without my Licenſe think that the. .Knight was 
Murthered, or indeed that he is dead ? *Tis true, there was'a man about 
the x7 of OFob. 78. within a mile: of an Oak, that was for ſome dayes 
mifling ; and *rwas then ſaid, he was gone a Wooing ; and men on'that 
Errand may he ;out of the way, and forget themſelves : for Love is blind, 
and like a Wild-gooſe Chaſe, or a Fairy Dance; and if the wanton: Boy 
Cupid, or the Grand Matrone of Fairy-Land {ſhould ſeduce an Amorous 
Juſtice, and - puff him on to Greez-Rury-Hzil, muſt three of that Name:ibe 
{ſuppoſed > to do this ill Office, and take the Odium, and Swing for 
the. enchanting trick of that (O Injuridus) bufie G2d and whimſical : No- 
thing? I have heard theſe Night-walkers do pinch People in their Slun- 
bers; and to the Neat and ſpruce Houſwives, drop Money in their Shooes, 
and'keep clean the place they delight in: And I doubt not to /prove when 
accaſion is, that theſe waggiſh Twit-twats finding the Worſhipful fo mn- 
duſtrious and cleanly , might in Civility, when he - run :his Gloves and 
Stick thro his Hands and Arm-pits, and his Sword-into his Body, to pre- 
vent being ſuſpeQted, ſo clean his Shooes ; and having ne Money about them, 
(for: they ſpent all their means on Charon Goafrey's' Ferry-man ) drop a little 
Hay-ſeeds or Bents into his Shooes, and weave them into his -Stockins ; 
and fo the Murther is out. For whoever proves the contrary, muſt ; take 
heed what he fayes, for we Writers ſtand upon our Prerogative, which is 
to call any man that ſtands in our way, or 15 not an Inhabitant of our Tn- 
chanted Ifland, by one ugly Name or other, and then make as much ſport 
with him as the. Noble Diuvertion the Morocco Embailador was lately enter- 
tained with in: Sourhwark. If any man dares tell me, there was ſuch a 
thing as old Tongue and Oats privy to a Plott the Weftminſter-men cad 
Helliſh and Damnable ; we have a way to make the penitent Son call hjs 
Father Knave, and tho a man of no Great Invention, we'll call that terrible 
projet the Creature of his doting Fancy, and give no credit to either 7z- 
mothy or Titus : For who knows what kind of men may uſurp thoſe Natnes, 
and obtrude thin and fine-ſpun Stories upon the Mobile ? For ſhall two or 
three little and vicious Creatures, compell my belief of what I have the 
Authority and Intereſt of my Mother Church to perſwade me could never 
be? When did you find any but peeviſh and rettleſs Fanaticks, credulous 
and thin-pated Whiggs, guilty of Plotting ? Theſe, that we ſwear have n6 
Religion but Rebellion, no Faith but FaCtion, may Depoſe. and Murther 
Kings ; but did ever a Loyal Roman Catholick, or your Ruffling Bandirts, 
or men of Parts and Ingenuity, of Gallantry and Temper, that are Cap-«-pe 
for the Church and Government ? We that have ſpent our Fortunes 1n his 
Majeſties Service, . and by our Pens ſupport Church a and State.? When oi 
we Royalliſts Conſpire or Aﬀociate to do miſchief ? No, if _— is dead, 
he may thank himſelf. If a Gun lets fly at a man in a Coach, dares any 
ſay he's murthered? A man may kill or be kilPd, but why ſhould wepry 
into the myſterious and meritorious Contrivers? When men ftand in the 
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way, may . they not. be removed without fuch a Din and Clamour, and 


calling the inſtruments. Murtherers ? Who can prove that the Sword did 
not: owe the-perſon wearing it -a Grudge; and taking him alone and 
at advantage, ſteal . unawares into- his 'Body ? There is a man that lives 
ſomewhere may witneſs this : Þ-have forgot whether it's the Vertuoſo at 
Salisbury, or the Anatomiſt in ' Cambridge, for they are both cunning and 
ſhrewd Artiſts: And a man of ordinary ingenuity and ſlender experience, 
may in three /years time offer great Problems and Pha:nomena's, paſt either 
Bealow's or 'Prance's Solution. Or why - might not the Knight ' have drunk 
Colledge or Dr. Butler's Ale the Saturday. Morning , and. being walking 
find it grumble, ( as if he had a Pope in his Belly ) and for Privacy re- 
tire' to Primroſe-hill, and laying by his Gloves and Stick, and turning. the 
Hilt of his unlucky Sword to the Ground, being in haſte, forget himſelf, 
and fit down. on his Swords pojat, and do himſelf a miſchief ? and when 
eaſed; he might unbutton. his Doublet ; (for his Coller you be remember 
was made. high, and galld his Neck, and: made it doddle-thig\and tother 
way : ) Why may he notin a Bravado try whether his Swordawould ,enter, 
and how. far a man might without danger, and unprovok't,? himſelf ? 
E not this probable? let 'me'dare any man to Swear the contrary. ©." 
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-"-I- remember (and- it's as much as I can) that in Harry the Eighths time, 
there were 2 ſort of Blades trucly Loyal, and. ſerviceable to ' the Govern- 
ment, that were Whiggiſhly incl: and would ;perfwade- (had not he 
underſtood Trap, and Tf not be. impoſed upon: with Baubles and Poli- 
tical Rattles) - that the Old Gentleman at Rome (God bleſs his. Holineſs ) 
was 'an .Enemy-to his Grandeur and Supream Power: But though none 
of the, moſt dutiful Sons, yet he found it his Intereſt to adhere tothe Papal 
See; and» though' for a time ſeduced by Cromnel! and Father Cranmer, -yer 

good man) he dyed in the Boſom of the -Mother Church. Why . then 

ould any - politick Sr diflwade Princes from their Duty and Submiſiion, 
What reaſon have Church-men and zealous Fanaticks to clamour and rail 
fo hotly againſt an old Man that deſigns their good, and reducing them 
by gentle Methods 'of Collufion, and good words of Fire and Faggot, into 


either Obedience or Purgatory, or-Heaven, all which are. but ſeveral ſteps 


to -promotion ? But, Sir, being not much concerned about: the Arts and 
M of Policy, I ſhall give you no further Trouble, only begg the fa- 
vour of being ſtill eſteemed | 


Your Faithful Friend, 


Philopolis. 
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